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When one reads on, one finds that these latter-day gesta
Dei far Francos stimulated the receptive doctor of the
University of Al-Azhar to begin his own personal re-
education immediately. One of the first acts of the
French after occupying Cairo was to stage there a
scientific exhibition, with practical demonstrations, and
our historian was among the visitors. After remarking
that the French evidently mistook the Muslims for
children who could be impressed by monkey-tricks, and
that this was really rather childish of the French them*
selves, Al-Gabarti frankly records his admiration for the
demonstrated achievements of Frankish science.1 He
notices that, among the damage suffered by the French m
a revolt which they had provoked by their high-handed
behaviour at the outset, the loss which they appeared to
mind the most was that of some scientific instruments that
had been destroyed in the house of the savant Cafarelli.*
TJut Al-Gabarti's interest in French science is surpassed by
his sensitiveness to French justice. French soldiers are
convicted of house-breaking with violence,, and, on
Napoleon's personal orders, they pay for their crime with
their lives.3 Napoleon's successor in command of the
French army of occupation, General Kleber, is assassi-
nated by a Muslim fanatic, and the murderer is given
a genuine fair trial. 'this trial wins Al-Gabarti's
enthusiastic admiration, and, frank as always, he records
his opinion that the Muslims would not, in corresponding
circumstances, have risen to that moral leveL He is so
intensely interested in the proceedings and so eager to
preserve a record of them, that he incorporates the dossier
of the trial in his narrative, reproducing the documents.

1  French translation, voL vi, p. 75 ; cp. pp. 70-71.

2  ibid., p. 66.

3  ibid., pp. 82-3.